In 26 (33%) of 80 patients, metacestodes were found in the bilateral liver lobes; in 20 (25%) metacestodes were found in the right lobe. Metacestodes had also spread into extra hepatic tissues and metastasized to the right lung, right kidney, spleen, and genitals in 18 (23%) of the patients. AE was diagnosed in 62 (78%) of patients in the third to fourth clinical stage of the disease, according to the PNM (P, parasitic mass in the liver; N, involvement of neighboring organs; M, metastasis) classifi cation: P2-3N0-1M0, P4N1M1 (8); twelve (15%) patients died, 7 of them within 4-24 months after diagnosis. The patients' ages varied from 21 to 83 years (mean age 58 years). Women were more frequently infected (63%) than men (38%), which could be explained by women's more frequent involvement in gardening. Eighty-one percent of AE patients were farmers or persons involved in agricultural activities. Most AE patients originated in the northwestern and northeastern parts of Lithuania, but cases were recorded from many parts of the country (Figure) , which suggests that the whole territory of Lithuania should be considered as an AE-endemic area.
To assess the prevalence of E. multilocularis in defi nitive hosts, the small intestines of 206 hunted red foxes were collected from randomly selected districts from October 2001 to April 2004 and examined following strict safety precautions by the sedimentation and counting technique. E. multilocularis was detected in 118 red foxes (57.3%, 95% confi dence interval [CI] 50.2%-64.1%). The tapeworm was present in foxes from most tested localities; the highest prevalence of 62.3% (CI 49.0-74.4%) was observed in the Kaunas district (Figure) . The median worm burden per infected fox was 56 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) 924 hosts in the biology of this tapeworm in Lithuania.
In the framework of an epidemiologic investigation on E. granulosus, the contents of small necrotic lesions (size 3-8 mm) found in 21 randomly collected pig livers from small family farms in the southwestern part of Lithuania were also investigated by PCR (9); 3 lesions were positive for AE. Further, 2 of 34 dogs from rural areas in the southwestern part of Lithuania shed taeniid eggs in feces that were positive for E. multilocularis on examination with a multiplex PCR (10) .
The high number of human AE cases and the high prevalence of E. multilocularis in defi nitive wild hosts document that AE is of emerging concern in Lithuania. However, this study cannot conclusively document a recent extension of the parasite's range and an increase of the infection pressure. Clearly, the identifi cation of AE in pigs and of E. multilocularis in dogs from small family farms demonstrates that transmission of E. multilocularis occurs in rural environments in close proximity to the population. 
